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The venerable Economist magazine 
posts a yearly list of most of the na-
tions of the world, judging them in 

four categories:
1. Full democracies  25
2. Flawed democracies  54
3. Hybrid regimes  37
4. Authoritarian regimes 51

Are you aware that there is not a single 
Arab country in the world that is a full de-
mocracy?

In fact, there is not even a single Arab 
country in the world that is considered a 
“flawed democracy.”

There has never been in Islamic his-
tory a democratic Arab Muslim state.  The 
reason – Sharia law and democracy are in-
compatible.

On the other hand, all 25 nations con-

sidered full democracies are of historical 
Christian background except South Korea 
and Japan.  Although few would see the 
connection, interestingly, in the last few 
decades as Christianity grew in South Ko-
rea, the nation transformed from a brutal 
dictatorship into a genuine democracy.

A definition of true democracy must 
include free elections with universal suf-
frage and enlightened understanding by 
citizens – including equality, justice, free-
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of religion or freedom of speech.  Or are 
they rather clamoring for better economic 
conditions and less corruption – usually 
of the wealthy politicians connected to a 
dictator?

HATRED CREATES TERRORISM
One of the greatest obstacles to an Arab 

country becoming democratic is the edu-
cation of Arab Muslim children, who from 
birth are taught to hate.  Hate the Jews, 
hate Israel, despise Christians, and view 
women as second-class citizens.  

We Israelis are constantly aware of 
the hate-filled text books that character-
ize Jews as monsters, an alien people who 
have never before lived in Israel, but who 
have come to steal the land of the “an-

cient” Palestinian people.  Incidentally 
these books are paid for by the U.S. and 
EU taxpayers’ money.

Westerners who sing the glories of “Is-
lam the peaceful religion” delusionally 
close their eyes and stop up their ears.  

ARAB CITIZENS WANT SHARIA LAW
A culture mirrors its government.  Gal-

lop polls give examples of the desires of 
“we the people” in Arab countries. When 
asked if Sharia law should be the only 
source of legislation, 66% of Egyptians, 
60% of Pakistanis and 54% of Jordanians 
said “yes.” 

Let’s compare Pakistan and Jordan – 
who have a similar Islamic fundamen-
talist culture.  Both peoples are deeply 
conservative Muslims.  Pakistan has a 
certain form of “free elections” while 
Jordan is ruled by a dictator – fortunately 
a benevolent and wise one.  Jordan is as 
stable an Islamic nation as they come, 
even giving certain limited freedoms to 
Christians, while Pakistan is a hotbed of 
terrorist activity.  Free elections alone do 
not a democracy make!

In the March 2011 Maoz Israel Report, 
I provided statistics of an Egyptian opin-
ion poll.  Just before elections were held, 
59% said they backed Islamists while 
27% opted for modernizers.  Asked about 
Islamic influence over their politics, 95% 
were in favor!

When a PEW research poll found that 
86% of Egyptians support executing any 
Muslim who changes his religion, you 

can know Egyptians will not birth a de-
mocracy, no matter how much the U.S. 
and Europe pressure them to become dem-
ocratic by hurrying up and having another 
election.

Even the European Court of Human 
Rights found that Sharia law is incompat-
ible with the concept of a “democratic so-
ciety” and the “fundamental principles of 
democracy.”  http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/sites/eng/
pages/search.aspx?i=001-60936

“Data from the Arab world consis-
tently shows a severe lack of democratic 
values not only on the side of the rulers, 
but also more importantly, on the side of 
the population itself.  Marred by endemic 
racism, Jew hatred, institutionalized reli-
gious intolerance and a tribal political cul-
ture fueled by sectarian hatred, many Arab 
societies are apparently still at the most 

primitive stages of political development, 
Suurland explained.” (http://blogs.timesofis-
rael.com)  

ISLAMIC LEADERSHIP FOR 
ISLAMIC PEOPLES

Therefore, in Arab Muslim countries, 
you will find one of two types of leader-
ship: (1) autocratic “secular” – less fun-
damentalist – which is often a military 
or tribal leader such as Saddam Hussein, 
Muammar Gaddafi and Hosni Mubarak; 
(2) an autocratic Islamist – such as we find 
in Iran’s Mullahs, Afghanistan’s Taliban, 
Lebanon’s Hezbollah, and Gaza’s Hamas.  

Even though Muslim dictators may not 
be very religious, they still tend to involve 
themselves with Sunni-Shiite wars or the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  Most of all, 
the “less religious” dictators fear Islamists 
such as the Muslim Brotherhood, al-Qae-
da and the many Jihadist groups since the 
Islamists see their goal as conquering the 
world, including other Muslims who don’t 
agree with them.

Of course virtually all Israelis know that 
the Islamist dictators tend to be the most 
dangerous.  For that reason, there was no 
joy when Muslim Brotherhood Mohamed 
Morsi was elected president of Egypt.

Morsi might have succeeded to turn 
Egypt into another Iran if he could have 
healed the economy.  But, not being an 
economist, he focused on what he knew 
best - turning all the “semi-secular” insti-
tutions created by Egypt’s former military 
dictators into a Sharia regime.

Sharia-driven dictators hate Israel more 
than most military/tribal Arab dictators. 
(Assad is an exception!)  When voted in 
as president, Morsi was working to break 
the peace treaty with Israel, arm Hamas in 
Gaza and let jihadists take over the Sinai 
desert, the better to launch rockets on Is-
rael’s seaport, Eilat.

Watching American leadership back 
the “democratically elected” Morsi was 
painful to watch from Israel’s perspective.  
And now that the military has taken over, 
though they are no lovers of Israel, there 
is strong cooperation between Egyptian 
and Israeli security.  Egypt’s new leader, 
General Sisi knows that the jihadists are 
his enemies – and as the old Middle East 
saying goes, the enemy of my enemy is my 
friend.

No one knows for sure if Egypt’s mili-
tary will be able to hold on to the reigns.  

dom of speech, and of course, freedom 
to chose one’s religion, especially of mi-
norities.

In Arab countries, of which all consist 
of an overwhelming majority of Mus-
lims, there is no such thing as freedom to 
practice whatever religion you wish.

The third classification of The Econo-
mist, the “Hybrid regime” list, includes a 
variety of countries that don’t totally fit 
the authoritarian group.  

A hybrid government, according to the 
acceptable definition, means the ruling 
elites generally keep themselves in pow-
er by non-democratic means, despite the 
presence of some institutional features of 
democracy. Elections are often not com-
petitive, and political liberties and human 
rights are for those connected to the re-
gime.

But the West is crazy about elections 
– and institutions such as The Economist 
find it difficult to call a dictatorship by its 
name if there is some sort of election, no 
matter how defective.

In that light, The Economist lists seven 
Arab rigemes as hybrid.  I myself do not 
see such countries as Libya, Lebanon, 
“Palestine” or Egypt as having any real 
democratic freedoms.

In many Arab nations, slavery is a ma-
jor human rights issue. Other concerns 
are the common female genital muti-
lation in Muslim cultures, child labor, 
and human trafficking.  Forget women’s 
rights or religious freedom.

The other fourteen Arab countries in 
the Arab League are considered unadulter-
ated authoritarian regimes such as Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, Qatar, Sudan and the United 
Arab Emirates.  (Democracy Index 2012, The 
Economist Intelligence Unit Limited 2013)

One more fascinating fact:  There are 
actually two non-Arab nations with Mus-
lim majorities that did make the “flawed 
democracies” list – Indonesia with 88% 
Muslim, and Malaysia with 61%.

However, as far as freedom for Chris-
tians or for Muslims who want to convert 
to Christianity, they belong squarely in the 
ruthless authoritarian regime category.

Conclusion:  Unfortunately, there is no 
such thing as a Muslim country that prac-
tices true democracy.  

DEMOCRACY BIRTHED FROM 
DEMOCRATIC-MINDED CITIZENS
As President George W. Bush discov-

ered, no matter how noble the intentions 
and how powerful the military of America 
and its allies, neither Iraq nor Afghanistan 
will be anything but tribal autocratic re-
gimes.

Ironically, the stronger the Arab dicta-
tor, usually the more stable his country.  
Arab Muslim culture among the common 
people cannot produce democracy and de-
mands a strongman for stability.

Progressing towards democracy can 
only happen when the population – the 
people themselves – have a genuine revo-
lution in their moral and political values, 
says, Dr. David Suurland, a researcher on 
the philosophies and modi operandi of Is-
lamist and other movements.  (timesofisrael.
com, 6Sept2013)

A democratic government is the result 
of a democratic society, he asserts; not the 
other way around.  Those who were hop-
ing something good would come out of the 
“Arab Spring” had to believe that these 
Muslim populations were deeply longing 
for democratic reform.

Unfortunately, that hope was not based 
on facts.  Just take a look at Egypt, Libya, 
Tunisia and Syria.  The way to know if a 
civilian population is ready for democracy 
is to see if the protestors are contending for 
the rights of women, the right to freedom 
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There is not a single 
Arab country in 
the world that is a 
democracy.

A SYRIAN MAN WEEPS WHILE HOLDING THE BODY OF HIS 
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Much depends on whether or not the 
military can do something to improve the 
economic status.  If not, there will proba-
bly be another “revolution” with another 
“democratically elected” leader. 

WHAT ABOUT SYRIA?
Israel’s leaders know from experience 

there is a better chance for stability with a 
secular military dictator than an Islamist 
dictator.  That is why some Middle East 
experts fear that as bad as Assad is, an 
Iranian type Mullah replacement could 
even be worse.  

But no matter who wins in Syria, this 
country will not become a democratic 

nation.  Any intervention of the West 
in Syria will do nothing to bring a freer 
society to that land.  The minority mod-
erates in the free Syrian army coalition 
are divided, outgunned and cannot rival 
the main two competitors for the throne: 
Assad, the military dictator vs. al-Qaeda 
Islamists.

Even ridding Syria of chemical weap-
ons, if that is possible, will not address 
the root cause of Syria’s conflict.  Funda-
mental democratic values must be pres-
ent in a society and in the spirit of a popu-
lation before any structural improvement 

in human rights can even be hoped for.  
(Ibid.)

Suurland makes a very astute obser-
vation:  “The founding of democracy in 
America was the result of miserable politi-
cal conditions in Europe.  The explosion 
of human rights instruments in the 1950’s 
was a direct result of the Holocaust.

“As history has attested time and 
again: It is only in the face of the most 
extreme barbarism that the most deeply 
embedded [negative] values of a society 
can be uprooted and replaced by better 
ones. . .The current human rights drama 
in Syria could be such a catalyst and the 
Western world would be wise not to in-

tervene.  Let the Arab world experience 
what it means to suffer the dark fruits 
of the racist and ethnic hatred they wish 
unto others,” he advises.

“In the meantime, Suurland warns, 
“don’t let the gruesome images of the 
chemical attacks in Syria lead you astray.  
If these attacks by Syrian government 
troops or rebels occurred against civil-
ians in Tel Aviv or Washington, the per-
petrators would become venerated he-
roes, martyrs, and have schools named 
after them by their fellow Syrians.  For 
those who doubt the veracity of this 

claim I need only to point at the myriad 
of examples in Gaza, the West Bank or 
Lebanon.”

Just recently, all the 104 Palestinian 
convicted murderers that were released 
by Israel in order that the Palestinians 
would agree to start negotiations for a 
Palestinian state, received huge wel-
come-home heroes’ events, along with a 
hefty monthly salary – again paid by the 
U.S. and the EU tax payers.

A PEW Research Center poll found 
that 62% of Palestinians answered that 
suicide   bombings were sometimes or 
often justified... (www.israelnationalnews.
com, 11Sept2013)  Take a moment to imag-
ine what kind of Palestinian dictatorship 
(democratically elected no doubt) would 
implant itself 20 minutes from Tel Aviv 
if the West succeeds in bring about two 
states for two peoples.

As tragic as the conflagration in Syria 
is, we must be aware that the political 
and moral fabric of Arab societies has 
brought this catastrophe on themselves.  
To transition towards any kind of democ-
racy, they must come to grips with their 
own religion’s paucity of human dignity 
and worth.  A wise secular dictator could 
actually begin the process by pulling 
the hate-filled schoolbooks, get Hitler’s 
Mein Kampf of their best sellers list, cut 
the TV programs that display Jews and 
Christians as little and big Satan’s, and 
make speeches about the equality of all 
mankind.  That would be a start.

ETERNAL TRUTHS
Syria, along with other Arab nations, 

has attacked Israel three times since the 
birth of the Jewish nation.  Syria has al-
ways been known to Israelis as the fierc-
est of all fighters among our neighbors.  
In the spiritual realm, the Bible says, 
“The grass withers and the flower fades, 
but the Word of our God stands forever.”  
The Bible also says, “I will curse those 
who curse you (Israel).”

Let us pray that during this terrible 
civil war in Syria that the nominal Chris-
tian communities who now fear for their 
lives will seek the face of God.

Let us pray that Moslems will cry out 
to God, and be visited by the True God in 
visions and dreams.  May revival break 
out in Syria.
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We at Maoz Israel Ministries 
would like to introduce you to 
Ted Vanlandeghem, a Jewish 

believer in Yeshua and the new Director of 
Partner Relations at our USA office. 

Prior to serving on staff with MAOZ, 
Ted served on Active Duty in the United 
States Air Force for 25 years. He served in 
various capacities during his career in the 
US Air Force, working at the Air Force In-
stitute of Technology, the National Guard 
Bureau, and the Pentagon. 

In 2003, Ted was selected to work in the 
White House Communications Agency, 
where he led a $325 million dollar com-
munications upgrade project. Ted also de-
ployed to serve on the Staff of Headquarters 
3rd Air Force in England, Headquarters US 
Air Forces in Europe at Ramstein Air Base 
Germany, and Headquarters 332nd Expedi-
tionary Fighter Wing located at Balad Air 
Base, Iraq. 

Ted retired on June 1st, 2013 in Dallas, 
Texas at the 254th Combat Communica-
tions Group with the rank of Senior Mas-

ter Sergeant. Ted currently resides in Fort 
Worth, Texas with his wife Tina and their 
six children: Amanda, Megan, Ashley, Sar-
ah, Levi, and Joseph.

For over 24 years since becoming a be-
liever in Yeshua, Ted has had a strong call 
to ministry. Before serving with MAOZ, 
he served in numerous evangelistic out-
reaches, including prison ministry at the 
MON-DAY Correctional facility in Day-
ton, Ohio. He also served as an associ-
ate pastor and as a speaker on the Jewish 
roots of the Christian faith and the Feasts 
of the Lord.

Ted is a connector extraordinaire!  Since 
coming aboard with us June 1, Ted has spo-
ken at Full Gospel Businessmen, Messi-
anic synagogues, and several men’s groups 
across the north Texas area.  He hosted our 
Maoz Israel table at MJAA and UMJC this 
summer, and has connected one-on-one 
with many of our partners in the United 
States. 

Ted’s coming to MAOZ is a story in it-
self. In Ted’s own words…

“My connection with MAOZ was a di-
vine connection. Although I had felt drawn 

to Israel ministry for years, the call became 
stronger in January of 2012 when I began 
to feel the Lord’s leading to leave the mili-
tary and pursue his call on my life to Israel.  

“As my retirement date was approach-
ing, my family and I felt compelled to turn 
our hearts toward ministering to Jewish 
people.  I prayed and asked the Lord to 
squeeze out every last drop of my life, my 
talents, and the work of my hands for the 
service of Israel in some capacity. 

“With defense contractor positions 
opening up in the secular workplace, I held 
firm. Tina, my wife, and I prayed for the 
Lord to reveal “the job” that He had on His 
heart for me. 

“After a series of divine appointments, 
including being seated with Ray and Chris-
ty Wilkerson, MAOZ’ international director, 
at the For Israel Conference in Texas, we 
were approached by a woman in a home 
group in Mansfield Texas, who said she felt 
like the Lord wanted her to tell me to apply 
with MAOZ Israel Ministries. 

“That was all the confirmation I need-
ed!!! I sent a heartfelt letter and a copy of 
my resume...and the rest is history!!”

TED WITH HIS WIFE TINA AND THEIR SIX CHILDREN, AT HIS RETIREMENT CEREMONY FROM THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE.

A CHILD MOURNS HIS FATHER WHO WAS KILLED BY A SYRIAN ARMY SNIPER IN NORTH SYRIA

WELCOME TO THE TEAM, TED!

TED VANLANDEGHEM
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Through the offerings of Maoz Partners, the members of Congregation 
Tiferet Yeshua can keep their light shining in a city that walks in darknessTIFERET  YESHUA 

CONGREGATION

CONGREGATIONAL LEADER ASHER INTRATER (LEFT) AND ELDER RON 
CANTOR (RIGHT) PRAY AS A NEW ISRAELI RECEIVES HIS MESSIAH

Bringing the Way of Salvation and Healing to the Lost  

Leading the Sheep of His Pasture  

Mentoring a New Generation of Leaders

SHINES IN 
TEL AVIV



a one-time gift or
a recurring monthly donation 
by credit card from almost any country.Give

Go online to www. maozisrael.org or 
call our USA office at 800-856-7060

All credit cards accepted.
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The other night we were watching the 
Hebrew news on TV, when a special 
story was featured concerning an Is-

raeli NGO (non-government organization) 
that was operating secretly inside of Syria.

The founder of the organization, whose 
face was hidden and name withheld, said, 
“Nobody asks permission to kill.  We do not 

ask permission to save lives.”
“We don’t work for anybody, just for our 

conscience.”
The founder – whom we will call “Yael” 

– of this amazing NGO explains that it is 
made up of some 1200 Israelis who love 
their homeland and believe in a Jewish tra-
dition and culture that values a compassion-
ate, open-minded respect for the sanctity of 
human life and dignity.  

“We believe we are blessed to be born in 

a democratic country that enables its citi-
zens to travel to challenging and dangerous 
places,” she said.

“Along with this commitment to hu-
man life, the organization is also devoted 
to faithfully defending Israel’s borders and 
citizens in the face of threat.

“Today,” she continued, “with such 
economic power and defense capabilities, 
Israel feels a moral and ethical duty to be-
come “the voice of the voiceless” and in 

this particular case, even if it is the voice of 
the vulnerable populations among some of 
our toughest and cruelest enemies.”

Unfortunately, the harsh reality in which 
the organization is operating is on behalf of 
the victims of Assad’s atrocities, which de-
mands they carry out their activities below 
the radar and hide their identities.

They work in full cooperation with dem-
ocratic secular Syrian groups who have sig-
nificant presence on the ground and deliver 
tons of food, medicine and basic supplies 
to specific places according to an agreed-on 
distribution map.

Yael explains how the banking system 
collapsed in Syria and most rebel families 
could not access their funds.  They sold 
their few precious items, but after two and 
a half years, they are destitute.

Many of the children have seen their 
mothers brutally raped, while their mothers 
beg them to remain silent to prevent further 
harm. 

“We are all parents,” Yael says. “We all 
have families and we all understand the con-
sequences if we ever get in trouble,” Yael 
told the Jerusalem Post.  “There is no smart 
way to deal with fear.  But the choice to do 
this, to feel that you are in the right place at 
the right time and that you are helping make 
a significant change, is so rewarding.”

One of their most difficult challenges is 
the Muslim Brotherhood who distributes 
aid in mosques, but only lets specific people 
in to receive the aid.  Then the Brotherhood 
fights anybody else who tries to distribute 
aid in other ways.  The secular rebels have 
been attacked for bringing in their own aid 
supplies.

Furthermore, the Assad regime has been 
cutting off supplies of water in regions af-
fected by the use of chemical weapons.  Wa-
ter is essential for people in those areas in or-
der to rinse their bodies from the chemicals.

The organization has delivered hundreds 
of tons of basic food; sanitation items in-
cluding soap, toothbrushes, women sani-
tation kits, toilet paper and tissues; vital 
refugee items such as insulating material, 
mattresses, blankets, iron sheets to build 
housing units and water canteens; and 
300,000 dry meals, each meant to feed five 

people for a week.  (Jerusalem Post, 9Sept2013)
“I think that for most of my volunteers, 

what they fear more than death is indiffer-
ence,” Yael said.  “The belief that indiffer-
ence kills is stronger than any fear.”

ISRAELI HOSPITALS TREAT SYRIANS
Along with these noble and brave volun-

teers who are surely risking their lives, the 
Israeli army and northern Israel’s civilian 
hospitals have also opened wide their arms 
to help wounded Syrians.

The public is not told how Syrians cross 
the Syrian-Israeli border, but the news is 
spreading in Syria that the wounded can get 
help in Israel.  

The army has a field hospital in the Go-
lan Heights near the Syrian border where 
doctors set bones, bandage up and do what-
ever possible to stabilize their medical situ-
ation before sending them back to Syria.

Those who are more seriously wounded 
are transferred to hospitals around north-
ern Israel.  Some need treatment for many 
months as they are rehabilitated and given 
numerous operations.  The hundreds of 
Syrians the hospitals have treated and are 
treating is a drop in the sea compared to the 
hundreds of thousands who are victims of 
the civil war.

But Jewish heritage recognizes that ev-
ery human being is important.  The direc-
tor of one hospital told of a three-year-old 
girl crying days and nights for her mother.  
Proudly he said, “I saw my staff doing ev-
erything they could to comfort her.”

The hospitals do all in their power to 
make the patients feel comfortable, with 
Arabic-speaking staff on hand to talk with 
those patients who are conscious upon arriv-
al and accompany them through their stay.

Most of the time, patients come in alone 
without family and without any personal 
belongings and then, finding themselves in 
a Jewish hospital, are doubly traumatized.  
One little boy thought he was in Lebanon, 
and panicked when he realized he was in 
Israel.  But when one of the social workers 
spoke to him in Arabic, and he saw how the 
doctors were going to help him, he relaxed 
and gained control.

Dr. Barhoum, director of the Western 

Galilee Hospital shared that for his staff 
there is the professional aspect in which 
nurses and physicians do the job they were 
trained to do: help.

But there is also a moral aspect, he ex-
plained, in which the hospital staff has 
an obligation as human beings to provide 
humanitarian assistance to ease suffering.  
Barhoum believes this aspect most impacts 
his staff.

In another department, Dr. Sella tells of a 
23-year-old Syrian man who was injured by 
an explosion that caused a piece of shrap-
nel to go through his cheek, cut through his 
jaw and entered his chest.  He had received 
some kind of operation in Syria, but was 
bleeding from the neck so the Israeli field 

hospital sent him on to Dr Sella.
The staff developed a bond with him 

over the months, bringing him clothing, 
books and eventually small snacks – any-
thing to make him feel more comfortable.

All he knew about Israel revolved around 
the Arab-Israeli conflict and he had no idea 
Arabs and Jews co-existed and have formed 
ties of cooperation within Israel.

When he saw that the staff included Mus-
lims, Christians and Jews working together 
and treating everyone the same, he couldn’t 
figure out what was going on.  After many 
months he was able to leave. He cried as 
he said goodbye to the staff, explaining that 
his time in Israel had changed his perspec-
tive on the country and the conflict.

Dr. Sella remarked, “God is in the small 
details, not the big ones.  Go down to the 
small details, and that’s how you change 
the world.”

Medical stories from Jerusalem Post 
Magazine, August 30, 2013

By Shira Sorko-Ram

ISRAELIS IN SYRIA 
AND SYRIANS IN ISRAEL

Prayer Line in the USA: 214.677.0560… 9:00 am to 5:30 pm CST Email your prayer request from anywhere in the world: prayer@maozisrael.org

“Nobody asks 
permission to kill.  We 
do not ask permission 
to save lives.”

A SYRIAN MAN IS CARRIED TO A SURGERY ROOM IN THE ISRAELI CITY OF SAFED, ISRAEL.  FOR HIS OWN SAFETY WHEN HE RETURNS TO SYRIA, HE REQUESTED NOT TO BE NAMED






