
A Jew and a Christian
HOW TOGETHER THEY CHANGED HISTORY

There is not an Israeli school child 
anywhere in the world who has 
not heard of Theodore Herzl—

the Father of Modern Israel. But few 

people—in or out of Israel—have ever 
heard of William Hechler.  

Yet many historians concede if it 
weren’t for Pastor Hechler, Herzl would 
probably never have been anything 
more than an obscure, eccentric, minor 
Austrian newspaper columnist.  This is 

a story about Theodore Herzl, William 
Hechler… and yes, divine intervention.

Hechler’s father, an Anglican priest, 
had a deep admiration and respect for 
the Jewish people. This love for God’s 
chosen people profoundly influenced 
his son.  In fact, it consumed him.  

By Shira Sorko-Ram

April  2018        Nisan - Iyar 5778

Left: Theodore Herzl, of whom Israel’s Declaration of Independence officially refers to as the spiritual father of the Jewish State. 
Right: William Hechler, friend, mentor and legitimizer of Herzl’s vision and calling.  He is considered the father of Christian Zionism.
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Since the Protestant Reformation 
starting in the early sixteenth century—
there had been pockets of Christian lov-
ers of Zion throughout Europe and the 
United States.  This was in spite of the 
fact the Reformation’s pioneer, Martin 
Luther, hated the Jewish people.  

EARLY CHRISTIAN 
ZIONISTS

The second U.S. president, John Ad-
ams, of Puritan background, wrote with 
clarity and understanding in 1819, “I 
sincerely wish to see the Jews settled in 
Judah, forming an independent nation.” 

Protestant Biblical Zionism spread 
widely across the European continent, 
as seen in the letter British Lord Shaft-
esbury sent to Queen Victoria, plead-
ing, “May it be during your reign that, 
according to the hopes of this unique 
people now laid before Your Majesty, 
‘Judah shall be saved and Israel shall 
dwell in peace.’  Such is the prayer of 
the loyal and devoted servant of your 
Majesty.”  

However, promoting the practical re-
turn of the Jews to their ancient home-
land was for those few brave Christians 
who dug deeply and regularly into the 
Word of God. Rev. William Hechler was 
one of those.  

For fifty years, Hechler traversed 
his world.  As an Anglican cleric with 
both English and German as his mother 
tongue, he worked in Nigeria, served 
in the German army, raised a family in 
Cork, Ireland and became proficient in 
ten languages.  Then in 1873, as often 
happens, strategic changes took place 
in his life, though only many years later 
would he understand their importance.  

A TUTOR TO ROYALTY
He moved to Karlsruhe, Germany 

where he served as household tutor to 
the children of Frederick I, Grand Duke 
of Baden, whose wife was a close rela-
tive of the powerful German Kaiser, 
Wilhelm II.  This new position became 
by far the most significant of all his var-
ied vocations and was the turning point 

of his life.  
During the years he served the 

Grand Duke, he took many opportuni-
ties to share with him the Scriptures, 
together with his charts and papers on 
the days of the Coming Messiah, which 
would be heralded by the Jews return-
ing to their homeland.  

The Grand Duke became a very 
strong believer and ally of Hechler con-
cerning God’s promises to the Jewish 
people.  But six years later the Grand 
Duke’s son died and Hechler’s tutor-
ing position ended.  He then returned 
to London as an official minister of the 
Church of England.

Providentially he was chosen by the 
Church Pastoral Aid Society—Zion-
ist Christians—to travel to Germany, 
France and Russia to investigate the ter-
rible pogroms occurring in the 1880’s.  
He was shocked to his core at the ap-
palling suffering and wretchedness of 
Russian Jews under Czar Alexander III.  
It was far worse than anything he had 
imagined.  

FIRST SIGNS OF JEWISH 
ZIONISM

But Hechler saw something else, 
something new.  He saw emerging Zi-
onist hopes in the Eastern Jewry be-
cause of the abject poverty, persecution 
and hopelessness they were enduring in 
Russia.  

He, a humble Anglican cleric, felt 
so desperate for Russian Jewry that he 
dared to dream of reaching the Sultan 
of Turkey, Abdul Hamid II—the latest 
occupier of the Holy Land and regent 
of the Ottoman Empire—in order to ask 
him to allow Jews to settle in Palestine.

That takes grit.  But he did actu-
ally have in his possession—which 
he attempted to deliver through the 
British Ambassador—a letter written 
by none other than Queen Victoria of 
England to the Sultan.  Incredibly, the 
Queen had written a “restorationist 
solution” to anti-Semitism, and called 
upon the Sultan to permit the Jews to 
return to Palestine.  But the British 
Ambassador refused to present the 
Queen’s letter to the Sultan!  Hechler 
had no recourse.

Meanwhile, Hechler’s greatest per-
sonal desire was to move to Jerusa-
lem by securing an appointment as 
the Bishop of Jerusalem at the famous 
Protestant Christ Church.  But it was 
not to be. Deteriorating relations be-
tween Prussia and England blocked his 
appointment.  Some officials were ru-
mored to have said he was too Zionist.  
It was a crushing disappointment.  

CHAPLAIN OF BRITISH 
EMBASSY IN VIENNA

This bitter blow, and corresponding 
spousal strains, led to his marriage fail-
ing that same year. But through a car-
ing aunt, he secured an appointment as 
the Chaplain of the British Embassy in 
Vienna—another “divine appointment” 
which would ultimately change Jewish 
history. Hechler began a twenty-five-
year career as Embassy Chaplain, and 
became known as the Viennese pastor.

He likely fretted under constraints 
as chaplain, alone with his Bible and 
Messianic charts, and his one luxury—
books.  Nevertheless he had opportuni-
ty as a Viennese University lecturer to 
expound on his passion—the Jews and 
their soon-to-be homeland—and took 
every opportunity to speak on the sub-
ject to officials, rulers and statesmen 
who came through the embassy.  

In fact, he had just finished writ-
ing his own treatise the year before he 
took his new job. It was titled, “The 
Restoration of the Jews to Palestine in 
Prophecy.”   

This was no quickly-written manu-
script.  For years, his greatest pleasure 
was to study and search—and preach—
what the Scriptures say about the prom-
ised return.  He was convinced this 
would usher in the Messianic Age and 
the return of the Messiah.  He declared, 
“It is the duty of every Christian to love 
the Jews.”

FIRST, JEWS MUST 
RETURN HOME

Yes, he believed the day would come 
when the Jewish people would accept 
God’s Messiah, but he was convinced 
that they first had to return home.

Therefore, he also studied every 
inch of the physical land of Israel.  He 
collected military maps of Palestine, 
created charts of ancient locations, and 
pored over prophetic portions of Scrip-
ture as to when the Jews would return 
to their homeland.

His understanding of the “times of 
the Gentiles fulfilled” meant when Je-
rusalem would no longer be trampled 
by the Gentiles, but returned to the 
Jews.

Hechler was ready to give his life 
to this cause, but there was one major 
missing component.  Where was the 
leader?  Where was the “Moses” who 
would take the Jewish people out of 
Egypt and into the Promised Land?  
Hechler prayed three times a day every 
day for the return of the Jews to their 
homeland.

THE LEADER APPEARS
Then, on a Saturday morning, March 

9, 1896, he was passing one of his fa-
vorite bookstores.  In the window, he 
saw a new book, “The Jewish State,” 
by Theodore Herzl.

He quickly asked the storekeeper 
about the author.  Being that he was not 
a man who visited the theater, he didn’t 
know Herzl, a well-known playwright, 
journalist and an altogether assimilated 
Viennese Jew.

What had awakened the soul of this 
secular Jew was a scandal that rocked 
France in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries—the Dreyfus affair.  
It involved a Jewish artillery captain in 
the French army, Alfred Dreyfus, who 
was falsely convicted on flimsy and 
fraudulent evidence of passing military 
secrets to the Germans.  In short, a Jew-
ish traitor.  Anti-Semitism in France ex-
ploded.  It was a full twelve years later 
before Dreyfus was exonerated.

JEWS MUST REESTABLISH 
THEIR STATE

Herzl’s book was clear: If France 
or any country did not want Jews, the 
Jewish solution was to return to their 
ancient homeland and reestablish a 
Jewish state.

Herzl’s insight was profound:  He 
wrote, “Those [Jews] who are desper-
ate will go first, after them the poor, 
next the prosperous, and last of all the 
wealthy.”

“Dr. Herzl, I have been 

waiting for you four 

years.  I have prepared 

the way for you.  

Consider me as being 

at your service, at the 

service of our cause!” 

—Rev. William Hechler

Frederick I, Grand Duke of Baden, 
together with his wife, a close 
relative of the German Kaiser, 
Wilhelm II, and his children 
whom Hechler tutored. 
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Hechler could hardly believe his eyes 
as he read, “I believe that a wonderful gen-
eration of Jews will spring into existence.  
The Maccabees will rise again.  Let me 
repeat once more my opening words: the 
Jews who wish for a State will have it.”

Hechler rushed to the residence of 
Herzl.

Without even introducing himself, he 
declared, “Dr. Herzl, I have been wait-
ing for you four years.  Four years I have 
been announcing you to princes, states-
men, and ecclesiastical dignitaries whom 
I met.  I have prepared the way for you.  
The hour has rung, and your idea will 
succeed.  Consider me as being at your 
service, at the service of our cause!”

Herzl didn’t know what to make of 
this stranger.

Hechler continued, “Your book is in-
spired, Dr. Herzl, in a way you yourself 
do not realize, and that’s good.  This is 
a sign of the very grace of God.  For, 
just like everybody else, including ev-
ery Jew in this capital, you have forgot-
ten your prophets.  You don’t give them 
credit any more.  But you belong to 
your people and your prophets and this, 
combined with the suffering of Israel, 
will not let you rest.”

“Like Moses in the past,” he said, 
“It is your people’s martyrdom, both in 
Russia and in the features of a French 
captain [Dreyfus] which now brings you 
back to God and toward the forgotten 
Jerusalem.  I tell you with emotion—and 
I will always repeat it:  God is with you 
and you will succeed, come what may!”

Recording this meeting in his diary, 
Herzl wrote: “He is an improbable fig-
ure when looked at through the quizzical 
eyes of a Viennese Jewish journalist…to 
be sure, I think I detect from certain signs 
that he is a believer in the prophets.”

And so, the eight-year partnership of 
Herzl and Hechler began.  

HERZL ASKS FOR 
HECHLER’S HELP

The following Sunday, March 15, 
1896, Herzl paid his first visit to his 
new friend.  Hechler’s walls were cov-

ered with books, Bibles, and various 
documents up to the ceiling. Hechler 
first showed him his panoramic chart 
extending from Adam to 1897!  The 
year 1897 was in red ink. [See side bar 
on page 8.]

Herzl wrote in his diary: “Next, we 
came to the heart of the business.  I 
said to him:  I must put myself into di-
rect and publicly known relations with 
a responsible…ruler—that is, with a 
minister-of-state or a prince.  Then the 
Jews will believe in me and follow me.”

 Here in a nutshell was Herzl’s great-
est challenge and roadblock.  It would 
be his main “trial by fire”—and there 

were many—until his death.  The Eu-
ropean Jews of wealth wanted nothing 
to do with Herzl or his Zionist dream.  

These Jews, many of them not so 
long ago freed from European rulers’ 
laws and restraints against Jews, didn’t 
want to rock the boat, and, in fact, were 
quite complacent with their present cir-
cumstances.

But Hechler, understanding the Bi-
ble’s prophetic promises, was ready to 
spend his life helping Herzl—his Mo-
ses.  Because of his many contacts with 
European princes, dukes and ambassa-
dors of high standing, he immediately 
began to make way for Herzl to meet 

the two people they thought could most 
help the Jewish cause:  the German 
Kaiser Wilhelm II and the Turkish Sul-
tan Abdul Hamid II.

HECHLER’S THEOLOGY
Hechler’s theology went something 

like this:  The Synagogue has not been 
called upon to blend in with the nations, 
and the Church cannot cause it to disap-
pear.  God does not want the children 
of Israel to lose their “Jewishness” by 
merging with a Christian mass, remote 
from the Synagogue where the Church 
was born.  

God wants His people to come back 

to Him through a return to the Scrip-
tures and indeed, that they realize (if 
possible while remaining in the Syna-
gogue) that this Messiah who is coming 
in glory has already come in suffering 
and death.

In a letter of October 5, 1896, he 
wrote, “Only on the earth of Israel will 
the Jewish people again find God and 
His prophets, as well as deep nostalgia 
for the Messiah.”

HERZL MEETS RULER OF 
HOLY LAND

Through the Grand Duke of Baden, 
Herzl met the Sultan of Turkey and at-
tempted to gain a charter for the estab-
lishment of a Jewish state in Palestine, 
then ruled by the Ottoman Empire. 

It seemed a very realistic possibility 
because of the critical debts of the Sul-
tan—that if Herzl could raise enough 
funds, he would be able to buy the land 
of Palestine!  But the Rothschilds and 
other Jews of wealth would have none 
of it!  The meeting with the Sultan did 
not bear fruit.

Often, when Herzl would become 
discouraged, Hechler would encourage 
him with constant letters and visits: 

“Let us calmly remember, especially 
at the most trying and darkest of times, 
that the will of God is accomplished in 
spite of the foolishness of men.  This 
morning I came to see you in order 
to bring you a word of comfort.  May 
God guide you in His Grace and grant 
you His wisdom.  Be calm and put your 
trust in Him.”

Thus, ended 1896, the first year of 
their meeting—with nine full months 
of devoted friendship.  In this short pe-
riod, thanks to William Hechler, the Zi-
onist leader’s name and movement had 
become known essentially through the 
audiences granted by Grand Duke Fred-
eric I of Baden.  Echoes had somehow 
reached all the royal courts of Europe 
and their representative governments.  
This gave hope to Herzl’s principal con-
cern: to persuade his own people and es-
pecially the powerful and wealthy Jews 
among them, to follow and support him.

FIRST ZIONIST CONGRESS
The two men continued to meet more 

and more nobility, ambassadors, bish-
ops and people of influence, many of 
whom had been influenced by Hechler.

And finally, Herzl convened the first  
ever Zionist Congress in 1897, which 
became the famous starting point of the 
dream of a Zionist state.

Hechler, who was invited by Herzl 
as a non-voting visitor, wrote to the 
Grand Duke:

“I hope next week to attend the Zion-
ist Congress at Basel…It is simply mar-
velous how the Zionist movement has 
spread in one year all over the world, 
in spite of the opposition of some of the 
rich Jews, who care but very little for 
the glorious history of their ancestors…
I am convinced that the establishment 
of a Jewish State, with the support of 
European princes, will initiate the sal-
vation announced by Isaiah, Micah, 
and Zechariah…”

Thus, it was from August 29-31, 
1897 an astonished world learned about 
the gathering together in Basel of “The 
Constituent Assembly of the Jewish 
Nation” represented by 208 delegates 
in full dress, in accordance with the ex-
plicit wish of Herzl.  Twenty-six press 
correspondents also attended the event.  

What thoughts must have been go-
ing through the minds of both Herzl and 
Hechler as they looked on this gather-
ing of Jews planning a future state for 
their ancient homeland.

It was one of the far-too-few moments 
of ecstasy that Herzl would experience.

A TRUE PROPHECY
“At Basel I founded the Jewish 

State!  If I said this out loud today I 
would be greeted by universal laughter.  
In five years, perhaps, and certainly in 
fifty years, everyone will perceive it…” 

The leader of the Zionist movement, 
Theodore Herzl, spoke prophetically 
in August 1897 that a new State of Is-
rael would rise again after 1900 years of 
desolation. In 1947, the United Nations, 
in one of its very few pro-Israel resolu-

The first Zionist Congress was convened in 1897 by Theodore Herzl as a 
symbolic parliament for a tiny minority of Jews who believed the solution 
to European anti-Semitism was to establish a publicly and legally assured 
home in Palestine. The year 1897 is considered the beginning of the 
Zionist movement which ultimately established the State of Israel.



tions, voted the State of Israel into existence. Ex-
actly 50 years later.

But the conference was only the start.  For eight 
years, the two men battled the resistance to a Jew-
ish State, coming from every corner.  Next month 
we will again join the path these two men walked to 
father a Zionist movement, and prepare the way for 
a reborn State of Israel, in Part II of this article.

Much of the research for this article was 
garnered from The Prince and The Prophet by 
Claude Duvernoy, www.israelinprophecy.org; 
and from Rev. William Hechler and  Theodor 
Herzl, A Zionist Debt Fulfilled, by Jerry Klinger.

Returning from Rachel’s baptism 
in the Jordan River, she shared 
with us about her friend, Ido. 

She said he’s very interested in the 
faith, and he’s watching Messianic vid-
eos. Soon after this I spoke with Ido on 
the phone and I saw that he was really 
open to hear about faith in Yeshua, so I 
invited him to Tiferet Yeshua’s assem-
bly on Friday.

Supernatural Healing at 
the Congregation

Ido visited the congregation on Fri-
day, and he very much enjoyed the 
teaching and the assembly itself. Before 
he arrived, he watched a few videos of 
God healing people and decided he also 
wanted to receive healing from God.

Ido has very special orthopedic 
shoes that have insoles, because one 
leg is a bit shorter than the other. As 
far as earthly medical remedies, the 
only solution for Ido’s shorter leg 

is to put insoles in his shoes, so his 
shorter leg matches the length of the 
other one. This issue gave Ido a lot of 
trouble during his life. He enlisted in 
the Israeli Defense Force for a very 
special and elite unit, and he is also 
constantly working out at the gym. 
You can imagine how having one leg 
shorter than the other could badly in-
fluence this lifestyle.

At the end of our Friday assem-
bly, Ido turned to the prayer team. He 
prayed with Katy and me. Ido sat on a 
chair, and Katy put his legs on another 
chair, so you could clearly see the dif-
ference between the length of Ido’s 
legs. They began praying for heal-
ing in the name of Yeshua, and then, 
it happened. Ido felt something was 
happening supernaturally. He started 
moving his legs, and then it was clear 
to everyone that both his legs were ex-
actly the same length. Ido immediately 
felt and experienced a healing miracle. 
In fact, after the healing, Ido had a 

hard time wearing his shoes because 
of the insoles.

A Prayer for Forgiveness 
of Sins

A few days later, after Ido realized 
Yeshua is alive and that God loves 
him, he prayed to surrender his life 
to Yeshua. 

Now, after Ido experienced a mira-
cle and surrendered his life to the Lord, 
he shares Yeshua everywhere, telling 
everyone what God did for him. 

A good friend of his who lives in the 
south heard the gospel from him, and she, 
too, surrendered her life to Yeshua.

Gil Afriat, 
Senior Pastor, Tiferet Yeshua, Tel Aviv

To read the rest of this remarkable 
testimony which becomes more amaz-
ing, go to: www.tiferetyeshua.org or 
use this link: goo.gl/2VyLwb
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 HECHLER’S PROPHECY

William Hechler unceasingly studied the Scriptures 
about Israel and her future.  Among his studies he pondered 
the book of Daniel, and compared it with the book of 

Revelation.  Jerusalem would be delivered up 
to “Gentile” occupation for forty-two months, 
followed by a promised period of blessing.  

THE BIBLICAL FORTY-TWO MONTHS

But how to interpret the forty-two 
months?  Most scholars of that time agreed 
that one prophetic month was not thirty 
days but thirty years—which comes out to 
1260 years.  It is a number that appears both 
in Daniel and Revelation.  So, the Temple was 
destroyed and taken from the Jews in 70 A.D.  
Add 1260 years and the year is 1330—a 
dead end as nothing happened in 1330.

But Daniel 12:11 also states that the 1,290 
days [or years] will start after the abomination of desolation 
is set up in the holy place (where the Temple was).  So what 
is this abomination?  

In 627-628, Jerusalem fell into the hands of a pagan 
power: Islam, under its third Caliph—Omar, Mohammed’s 
brother-in-law.  He not only took possession of Jerusalem; 
he razed the medieval Christian church built on the “Holy 
Place,” and built the Mosque of Omer to the glory of the 
prophet. Hechler surely knew that in this mosque there is 
written the Koranic verses including "God has no Son." 

If one adds 1260 years to the year 627-628, he comes 
to 1897-1898.  Hechler was convinced that 1897-1898 
would mark the dawn of the final restoration of Israel in the 
Promise Land!

No, he was not announcing either the End of the Age, 
or the Second Coming.  But what he did announce was the 
starting point of the ultimate restoration of the people of 
Israel to the Land of Israel.

Ido’s Story: 
Receives Healing 
at Congregation Tiferet Yeshua

“At Basel I founded the 
Jewish State!...  In five 
years, perhaps, and 

certainly in fifty years, 
everyone will perceive it…” 

 
—Theodor Herzl

1897

The Invitation Card for entry to the First Zionist Conference in 
Basel, Switzerland.  Delegates invited were 208 Jews from 17 
countries and 10 non-voting Christians including the most 
prominent of them, William Hechler.

Ido (in yellow shirt) follows Yeshua with immersion in the Mediterranean Sea with members of Congregation Tiferet Yeshua.
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MUSICIANS!
My husband Roman and I were 

raised in the Former Soviet 
Union where there is a very 

strong classical musical culture.  We 
spent years in musical conservatori-
ums, and as believers we led worship 
in our congregation. 

When we made aliyah to Israel, the 
first thing Roman and I looked for was 
a congregation where we could freely 
worship our God.  We have been serv-
ing on the worship team at Tiferet in 
Tel Aviv for 15 years.  

Eight years ago we had a strong desire 
to see anointed and accomplished wor-
ship teams in every congregation in Isra-
el.  We knew it would take time as we had 
to begin by giving music education to the 

children of Messianic Jewish believers—
starting at ages as early as possible. 

Under the auspices of Maoz, we began 
the Music Making for Kids program. One 
of the outgrowths of this program is that we 
now have a large group of teenagers who 
are part of a youth worship team in a con-
gregation in Bat Yam, a suburb of Tel Aviv. 

Even before this group was formed, 
as part of Music Making for Kids, I de-
cided to host a special summer worship 
camp. I invited teens from several con-
gregations, and together we opened the 
scriptures and learned about worship, the 
Holy Spirit, and a personal relationship 
with the Lord. By the end of the camp, 
everyone received a strong calling to be 
a part of this youth worship team. 

Now both of our own daughters are 
highly skilled musicians and have com-
mitted their lives to Yeshua.  We are 
seeing our MMFK musicians in wor-
ship teams all over the nation!

We have 41 musicians in the program 
at present, and our goal this year is to en-
roll a total of 60 children studying to be 
worshipers throughout Israel. There's a 
long ine waiting to get in! The total cost for 
the music lessons of these young worship-
ers this year is $38,500 (£27,000 €31,150 
CAD 49,615), and we are convinced these 
children are worth every penny!

Tanya Kadin - Worship Leader at Con-
gregation Tiferet Yeshua - Director of 
Music Making for Kids

My sister and I are part of our youth worship 
team.  From a very young age, I really wanted to be 
on a worship team, and it is finally happening! 

Every Saturday the entire youth worship team 
meets between 8:00 - 11:00 a.m. Instead of sleeping 
in on the only day of the week we have off. We use 
this time to work on songs and worship God.  

Our youth group has grown from four girls to 
about 20 young believers.  

I understand this is one of the gifts God has given 
me. But it is up to me to fulfill this gift and increase 
it.  I am grateful to Him for allowing me be in the 
Music Making for Kids program for eight years and 
really develop my gifts.

Dana Kadin - 18 Years old
Or L’Olam (Light of the World) Congregation

MEET MAOZ DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MAKING FOR KIDS TANYA KADIN

A
of

Tanya preparing a young trumpet player for their concert-recital. The children study in conservatories around the country.

Part of the youth worship team in the city of Bat Yam. The group includes the two daughters of Tanya and Roman.

FAMILY

Dana Kadin



There’s a connection between music and 
my faith in Yeshua. I read in the Bible that 

the trumpet was an instrument that 
accompanied the people of Israel 
throughout history. For example when 
the children of Israel were in the desert, 
God told them to make trumpets and 
blow them.  There’s also the story of 
Joshua and Jericho, where they blew 
the trumpets after circling the city 

seven times. 

Learning music does cost a lot 
of money.  I am very grateful 

to the Music Making for Kids 
program. Thank you for the 
financial aid and everything 
you give us. 

Natanel Tsemel
16 years old

Ohalei Rachamim 
Congregation

OF

IN

GENERATION

A Natanel Tsemel
Six years ago, I found out what 

a trumpet was! I was told that the 
shape of my lips is very fitting to play 
wind instruments.  So I chose the 
trumpet and was really excited about 
the sound it produces and the various 

music styles I can play on it. 

Now I play with orchestras 
and take part in concerts 

and am part of our 
worship team—a dream 

come true! 

I feel that music 
brings me 

closer to God. NEW

ISRAEL
WORSHIPERS




